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INTRODUCTION:

Jesus, Right Where You 
Want Him

Wthe former British Home Secretary live on 

In a brutal Newsnight 

“Did you threaten to overrule him?”

“I was not entitled to instruct Derek Lewis and I did 

not instruct him.”

“Did you threaten to overrule him?”

“The truth of the matter is that Mr Marriot was not 

suspended.”

“Did you threaten to overrule him?”

“I did not overrule Derek Lewis.”

“Did you threaten to overrule him?”

“I took advice on what I could or could not do.”
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“Did you threaten to overrule him, Mr Howard?”

“I did not overrule Derek Lewis.”

“But did you threaten to overrule him?”

“Mr Marriot was not suspended…”

“I note you are not answering the question whether 

you threatened to overrule him.”

“The important aspect of this, which it’s very clear 

to bear in mind…

“I’m sorry, I’m going to be frightfully rude. It’s a 

straight yes or no answer. Did you threaten to 

overrule him?”

language.”

“With respect, that is not answering the question of 

whether you threatened to overrule him.”1

at all. 

1 
Newsnight programme on 13th May 1997.
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accounts of his teaching are “Jesus answered” and 

“Jesus replied”. 

in particular, I have been fascinated by his responses 

given by the greatest teacher in human history to 

poison everything? Hasn’t science freed us from the 
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the Bible says? Why hasn’t God put an end to all the 

suffering and violence and racism in our messed-up 

and intolerant and homophobic? What about those 

passages in the Old Testament that made Richard 

The God 

Delusion
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CHAPTER 1

Hasn’t Religion Been the 
Cause of Appalling Violence?

I
evil in the name of religion. Muslim terrorists are 

soldiers are shelling Muslim Palestinians in Gaza. 

“Hasn’t 

religion been the cause of appalling violence?”

They have forgotten that he lived in an era of intense 

to persuade the Roman governor to crucify him. When 
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hammered nails through his hands and feet made a 

simply. His disarming response is “Yes, obviously.”

religion cause terrible violence in the past, such as the 

seventh-century Arab invasion of North Africa, or the 

Appalling violence in the name of religion is on the 

rise and it has become one of the biggest issues of our 

“It is fashionable to wax apocalyptic about the threat to 

humanity posed by the AIDS virus, ‘mad cow’ disease, and 

many others, but I think a case can be made that faith is one 

of the world’s great evils, comparable to the smallpox virus 

but harder to eradicate.”1

“Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; 

1

published in The Humanist 
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as it is written: ‘These people honour me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me’”  

AD, raping nuns and smashing church 

altars to pieces in order to plunder their gold, it is 

another in Northern Ireland, it is hard to believe that 

Troubles. A group of men accost a stranger on the 

“Which church do 

you go to?” He replies, “I don’t really go to church.” They 

“We know that. But which church don’t you 

go to?” People throughout history have used religious 

problem isn’t religious faith. It’s human hypocrisy. 

If you are religious, you need to hear this. It is all 



14

Jesus, Right Where You Want Him

and Sudanese in order to extend their empire across the 

“Religion 

has been an enormous multiplier of tribal suspicion and 

hatred.”2

self-centred agenda, it is toxic. People can do very evil 

belief that they have God on their side.

superstition, 

religion

religion, but more genuine religion. “You hypocrites! 

Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: ‘These people 

honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human 

rules’” 

2 God is Not Great: How Religion 

Poisons Everything
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Hasn’t Religion Been the Cause of Appalling Violence?

Genuine religion means surrendering our own 

ambitions to God. The symbol that has been used by 

prayed in agony in the Garden of Gethsemane the 

“My Father, if it is 

possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, 

but as you will” 

Religion that surrenders everything to God’s agenda 

Genuine religion means trusting in God to set 

things right

“Are you not in 

error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power 

of God?” 

enough for us to manipulate, it stands to reason that 
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violence on our part in order to promote his cause. 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent 

messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village 

to get things ready for him; but the people there did not 

welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 

When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 

destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 

Then he and his disciples went to another village.  

(Luke 9:51–56)

the West is decadent, so God needs us to teach them 

racism or religious hatred – society is changing, so God 

needing any help from us.

arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, he forbade his 

“How then would 

way?” 
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“Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing” 

“He offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 

tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent submission” 

submission. Although he died, three days later 

rumours began to circulate that many people had 

famous man in history. More songs have been sung 

more movies have been made about him than about 

isn’t to eradicate religion. It is to discover genuine 


