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Introduction:  
Life Works God’s Way

Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding 

 !"#$%&$ %'(")$*+%,-&(#$%.&(%/01%2$%/01%3"4$%!01%

 $)$"'$%4!'(5 %4 (2%6&$%7( 189%

(Proverbs 8:1, 35)

 !"#$%!&$'!(')!$!*!"$+!,$,($'-)(,$./$0123$4-+5,!"$6!,7$8-,5$.$,('$

speed of 1,200 miles per hour and enough onboard weaponry 

,($ 9!:,"(#$ .$ :;.))$ <-,#=$ -,>:$ '"(?.?)#$ 6@:,$ .:$ &!))7$ 8(@)91?!$

pilots have to pass a gruelling set of physical, intellectual and 

':#<5()(+-<.)$,!:,:$!*!/$,($;.A!$-,$-/,($4)-+5,$:<5(()=$./9$(/)#$

the very best graduates are ever trusted to handle a jet as 

'(&!"%@)$.:$,5!$01237$B-"$%("<!$<(;;./9!":$A/(&$,5.,$(/)#$.$

fool would try to pilot an F-35 without the proper training.

Solomon grasped this principle when he visited the 

Tabernacle at Mount Gibeon in 970 CD7$ E!$ :.<"-4-<!9$ F=GGG$

?@"/,$(%%!"-/+:$?!<.@:!$5!$A/!&$,5.,$5!$&.:$-/$9!:'!".,!$/!!9$

(%$ H(9>:$ .,,!/,-(/7$ I5!$ J("9$ "!:'(/9!9$ ?#$ .''!."-/+$ ,($ 5-;$

,5.,$/-+5,$-/$.$9"!.;$&-,5$./$-/<"!9-?)!$(%%!"K$ !"#$%&'$()*+,-,'$

.&/$(*0+$1,$+&$23-,$.&/451

L()(;(/$ 9-9/>,$ 5!:-,.,!7$ M%$ '-)(,-/+$ ./$ 0123$ -:$ 9-%4-<@),=$

'-)(,-/+$)-%!$-:$!*!/$5."9!"7$M,$9-9/>,$;.,,!"$,5.,$5-:$%.,5!"$N.*-9$

5.9$.::@"!9$5-;$&5!/$5!$/.;!9$5-;$A-/+$(%$M:".!)$,5.,$ 6&/$*',$

*$1*0$&%$(3"7&15O$L()(;(/$A/!&$,5.,$5!$<(@)9/>,$'-)(,$5-:$)-%!$

on his own.  8$*1$&09.$*$93++9,$:)397$*07$7&$0&+$#0&($)&($+&$:*''.$

&/+$1.$ 7/+3,";5 he pleaded.  <&$ 23-,$ .&/'$ ",'-*0+$ *$ 73":,'0302$

1 1 Kings 3:5. See also 1 Chronicles 21:29; 2 Chronicles 1:3–6.
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),*'+452$ L()(;(/$ 5.9$ :!!/$ ,5!$ :;(A-/+$ &"!<A.+!$ <.@:!9$ ?#$

5-:$%.,5!">:$.9@),!"(@:$.%%.-"$&-,5$5-:$;(,5!"=$./9$5!$5.9$:!!/$

,5"!!$(%$5-:$()9!"$?"(,5!":$&"!<A$,5!-"$(&/$)-*!:$,(($?#$-+/("-/+$

H(9>:$ :5(@,:$ %"(;$ ,5!$ <(/,"()$ ,(&!"7$ B;/(/$ 5.9$ <('-!9$ 5-:$

%.,5!">:$:!P@.)$:-/=$B?:.)(;$5.9$<5.:!9$%.;!$./9$B9(/-6.5$5.9$

lusted after power. All three of them were dead, and the new 

Q-/+$L()(;(/$&.:$9!,!";-/!9$,5.,$5!$&(@)9$/(,$ 4)#$:()($./#$

more.  =3-,$.&/'$",'-*0+$*$),*'302$),*'+;5$5!$.:A!9$H(9$)-,!".))#$

-/$E!?"!&7$E!$.:A!9$,($!/"()$-/$,5!$J("9>:$4)-+5,$:<5(()$?!<.@:!$

5!$5.9$:!!/$4-":,5./9$,5.,$)-%!$(/)#$&("A:$H(9>:$&.#7

I5!$ J("9$ &.:$ 9!)-+5,!9$ &-,5$ L()(;(/>:$ "!')#7$ R%%!"!9$

<.",!$?)./<5!=$5!$5.9/>,$.:A!9$%("$&(;!/$("$&(":5-'$("$&!.),5=$

?@,$%("$&-:9(;$,($5./9)!$,5!$4)-+5,$'.,5$(%$5-:$)-%!$?!,,!"$,5./$

his father and his brothers.  8$(399$7&$()*+$.&/$)*-,$*"#,7;5 the 

Lord promised.  8$(399$23-,$.&/$*$(3",$*07$73":,'0302$),*'+;$"&$

+)*+$ +),',$(399$ 0,-,'$)*-,$>,,0$*0.&0,$ 93#,$ .&/;$ 0&'$(399$ +),',$

,-,'$>,453$F$Q-/+:$SKTUV2S$,!)):$@:$,5.,$H(9$+.*!$5-;$:@<5$+"!.,$

&-:9(;$,5.,$5!$(@,<).::!9$,5!$4-/!:,$,!.<5!":$(%$,5!$&(")9$./9$

received visitors from every nation who shared his passion to 

4-/9$(@,$5(&$,($)-*!$)-%!$H(9>:$&.#7$M,$.):($,!)):$@:$,5.,$5!$&"(,!$

3,000 proverbs and over 1,000 songs to preserve his wisdom 

%("$./#(/!$5@;?)!$!/(@+5$,($.:A$H(9$-%$ ,5!#$<./$!/"()$ -/$5-:$

4)-+5,$:<5(()$,((7

Although some modern scholars have questioned whether 

L()(;(/$.<,@.))#$&"(,!$,5!$,5"!!$R)9$I!:,.;!/,$?((A:$&5-<5$

&!$A/(&$.:$W"(*!"?:=$X<<)!:-.:,!:$./9$L(/+$(%$L(/+:=$,5!$,!P,$

(%$,5!$,5"!!$?((A:$:!!;:$,($:@''(",$,5!$.);(:,$2=GGG$#!.":$(%$

<(/:!/:@:$.;(/+$Y!&:$./9$Z5"-:,-./:$,5.,$5!$9-9$:(7$W"(*!"?:$

FKF$9!:<"-?!:$,5!$?((A$.:$ ?),$@'&-,'>"$&%$<&9&1&0$"&0$&%$A*-37;$

2  1 Kings 2:9; 3:7–9. Solomon must have only been about 18 years of age 

when he became king.
3  1 Kings 3:12. You can read about the smoking wreckage of David and his 

eldest sons’ lives in 2 Samuel 11–20 and 1 Kings 1–2. You can read about the 

wisdom and later folly of Solomon’s life in 1 Kings 1–11.
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#302$&%$8"'*,95.4$L(/+$(%$L(/+:$FKF$!P').-/:$,5.,$-,$-:$ <&9&1&0B"$

<&02$ &%$ <&02"5, which is a Hebrew way of saying  <&9&1&0B"$

C,"+$ <&025.5$ X<<)!:-.:,!:$ FKF$ ./9$ FT$ 9!:<"-?!$ ,5!$ .@,5("$ .:$

 ?),$?,*:),';$"&0$&%$A*-37;$#302$ 30$ D,'/"*9,1E$#302$&-,'$8"'*,9$

30$D,'/"*9,15, which is something only Solomon could ever say 

:-/<!$.))$:@?:![@!/,$A-/+:$(%$Y!"@:.)!;$"@)!9$(*!"$Y@9.5$?@,$/(,$

M:".!)7$8!$:5(@)9$,5!"!%("!$*-!&$,5!:!$?((A:$.:$.$9!:<"-',-(/$(%$

the lessons which Solomon learned through the ups and downs 

(%$5-:$)-%!>:$4)-+5,$'.,57$8!$:5(@)9$,"!.,$,5!;$.:$.$&."/-/+$,5.,$

&!$/!!9$5!)'$,($)-*!$)-%!$H(9>:$&.#7

Solomon reigned for forty years from 970 to 930 CD, and 

9@"-/+$,5!$4-":,$5.)%$(%$5-:$"!-+/$5!$:@<<!!9!9$-/$)-*-/+$)-%!$H(9>:$

&.#7$F$Q-/+:$FGKT2$<!)!?".,!:$,5!$%.<,$,5.,$ F302$<&9&1&0$(*"$

2',*+,'$30$'3:),"$*07$(3"7&1$+)*0$*99$+),$&+),'$#302"$&%$+),$,*'+)4$

?),$()&9,$(&'97$"&/2)+$*/73,0:,$(3+)$<&9&1&0$+&$),*'$+),$(3"7&1$

=&7$)*7$@/+$30$)3"$),*'+45 Not content with sharing his wisdom 

with visitors in his own generation, he devised a way that he 

<(@)9$ '@,$ :@<<!!9-/+$ +!/!".,-(/:$ (%$ ?!)-!*!":$ ,5"(@+5$ H(9>:$

4)-+5,$:<5(()$,((76$E!$?!+./$,($<(;'-)!$,5!$?((A$&5-<5$&!$A/(&$

as Proverbs, starting with lesson one in Proverbs 1–9, which 

is a call to Learn God’s Way7$E!$<"!.,!9$)!::(/$,&($?#$'-<A-/+$

2\3$(%$5-:$2=GGG$'"(*!"?:$,($%(";$,5!$?@)A$(%$Proverbs 10–31 

and spell out in detail what it means to Live God’s Way.7 If this 

longest lesson appears to jump from one theme to another, with 

4  His authorship is reiterated in Proverbs 10:1 and 25:1.
5  This was simply the normal Hebrew way of expressing an absolute superlative. 

We can also see this in the way they referred to ,-&$%:(#6%;(3<%=3!)$9 in the 

Tabernacle as ,-&$%;(3<%(4%;(3"$#9.
6  !"#"$"% $&' (&)* +,-..*% /0*1-21&##' 3", (-/ *#4*/. /"% &%4 (*-, 5*("6"&$7 

since he repeatedly addresses Proverbs 1–9 to ,2<%#(09. However, Proverbs 

4:1 also makes it clear he had a wider readership in mind.
7  Solomon’s Top 375 forms the bulk of lesson two (10:1–22:16), but by no 

means all of it. It also includes some of Solomon’s favourite wise sayings from 

around the world (22:17–24:34), as well as 125 more of Solomon’s proverbs 

which were selected by King Hezekiah’s wise men over two centuries later 

(25:1–29:27), and some of their own favourite wise sayings from around the 

world (30:1–31:31).
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little sense of thematic grouping, it is deliberate. Life is more 

<(;')-<.,!9$,5./$4)#-/+$./$0123=$./9$ -,$9!4-!:$(@"$.,,!;',:$,($

compartmentalize its challenges. Since love is perhaps the most 

complicated aspect of them all, Solomon gave us Song of Songs 

as lesson three in order to teach us how to Love God’s Way.

Sadly, in the second half of his reign, Solomon failed to 

'".<,-:!$ &5.,$ 5!$ '"!.<5!97$ I5!$ :,."$ :,@9!/,$ (%$ H(9>:$ 4)-+5,$

school, who had proved in his twenties and thirties that life 

&("A:$ H(9>:$ &.#=$ .,,!;',!9$ ,($ 4)#$ :()($ ./9$ &"!<A!9$ 5-:$ )-%!$

even more seriously than his father David had before him. He 

/(:!9-*!9$-/$5-:$%(",-!:$./9$4-%,-!:$-/,($,5!$;-:!"#$./9$9!:'.-"$

&5-<5$5!$9!:<"-?!:$-/$,5!$?((A$(%$Ecclesiastes and which serves 

as lesson four and as a warning that we need to Keep to God’s 

Way7$X<<)!:-.:,!:$<5.",:$5-:$9-:<(*!"#$,5.,$)-%!$;.A!:$/($:!/:!$

without God at the centre, and it describes his homeward path 

to a recommitment of his life to the Lord and to the fact that life 

(/)#$&("A:$H(9>:$&.#7

L($)!,>:$!/"()$,(+!,5!"$-/$H(9>:$4)-+5,$:<5(()$./9$+($:,".-+5,$

,($,5!$5!.",$(%$,5!$,5"!!$R)9$I!:,.;!/,$?((A:$&5-<5$&!"!$&"-,,!/$

?#$L()(;(/7$J!,>:$.))(&$,5!$&-:!:,$R)9$I!:,.;!/,$&"-,!"$,($,!))$

@:$5(&$&!$<./$)!."/$H(9>:$&.#=$)-*!$H(9>:$&.#$./9$)(*!$H(9>:$

&.#=$6@:,$.:$5!$9-97$J!,>:$5!!9$5-:$&."/-/+:$/(,$,($9!*-.,!$%"(;$

H(9>:$4)-+5,$'.,5=$.:$5!$9-9=$?@,$,($A!!'$,($H(9>:$&.#$@/,-)$&!$

"!.<5$,5!$)./9-/+$)-+5,:$.,$,5!$!/9$(%$(@"$)-%!>:$6(@"/!#7

J!,>:$ .:A$ ,5!$ H(9$ &5($ .''!."!9$ ,($ L()(;(/$ .,$ ,5!$

I.?!"/.<)!$ ,($ +-*!$ @:$ &-:9(;$ ,((7$ J!,>:$ .:A$ 5-;$ ,($ ,!.<5$ @:$

5(&$,($)-*!$)-%!$,($,5!$%@))$-/$,5!$&(")9$&5-<5$5!$5.:$;.9!7$J!,>:$

:@""!/9!"$,($L()(;(/>:$./<-!/,$<(/<)@:-(/$,5.,$)-%!$(/)#$&("A:$

H(9>:$&.#7
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The Five Faces of a Fool 
(1:8–33)

;(.%3(0>%."33%<(5%.&(%! $%#"2?3$%3('$%<(5 %#"2?3$%

.!<#*%;(.%3(0>%."33%2()@$ #%1$3">&6%"0%2()@$ <%!01%

4((3#%&!6$%@0(.3$1>$*%

(Proverbs 1:22)

L()(;(/$;@:,$5.*!$5.9$5-+5$5('!:$%("$5-:$!)9!:,$:(/$]!5(?(.;7$

He gave him a name which meant ?),$G,&@9,$H*-,$='&(0$C322,', 

?!<.@:!$5!$A/!&$,5.,$ %())(&-/+$-/$5-:$ %((,:,!':$&(@)9$/(,$?!$

easy. Success without a successor spells failure, so Solomon 

started to train his crown prince early.

Some readers of Proverbs struggle to understand why the 

?((A$:!!;:$,($?!$;.-/)#$.99"!::!9$,($;!/$./9$/(,$&(;!/=$,($

rulers and not subjects, to the rich and not the poor, and to the 

#(@/+$./9$/(,$,5!$()9=$?@,$,5-:$-:$&5#7$L()(;(/$;.A!:$-,$<)!."$

-/$SKF=$3K\$./9$\KTS$,5.,$5!$5.:$.$&-9!"$"!.9!":5-'$-/$;-/9$,5./$

:-;')#$]!5(?(.;=$?@,$5!$.):($;.A!:$ -,$<)!."$,5.,$5-:$/@;?!"$

one reader is the son who will reign after him.1$W"(*!"?:$FVU$

,.A!:$,5!$%(";$(%$,&!)*!$%.,5!")#$,.)A:=$,5!$4-":,$!)!*!/$(%$&5-<5$

begin with a passionate appeal to  1.$"&05.2 Other people can 

1 In the broadest sense Solomon is ,>"'"0>%? 51$0)$%6(%6&(#$%.&(%! $%#"2?3$A%

@0(.3$1>$%!01%1"#) $6"(0%6(%6&$%<(50>9 (1:4), but these verses also make it 

clear he has a particular simple youth in mind.
2 These twelve fatherly talks are 1:8–19; 2:1–22; 3:1–20, 21–35; 4:1–9, 10–19, 

20–27; 5:1–23; 6:1–19, 20–35; 7:1–27 and 8:1–9:18. In the twelfth talk, it is 

Wisdom rather than Solomon who speaks as parent. Rehoboam is not named 

so that ,2<%#(09 can refer to anyone, but for Solomon one son mattered more 

than all the others.
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!/"()$-/$H(9>:$4)-+5,$:<5(()=$?@,$,5!$5!.9$?(#$(%$,5!$:<5(()$-:$,5!$

<"(&/$'"-/<!$]!5(?(.;7

M%$#(@$5.*!$"!.9$F$Q-/+:$FT=$#(@$&-))$A/(&$,5.,$L()(;(/>:$

high hopes for his eldest son were not to be. When he came 

to the throne in 930 CD=$]!5(?(.;$&("!$ ,5!$ 4-*!$ %.<!:$(%$ .$

%(()$ &5-<5$ 5-:$ %.,5!"$ &."/!9$ .+.-/:,$ -/$ ,5!:!$ *!":!:7$ J!,>:$

)((A$ ,(+!,5!"$.,$ 4-*!$E!?"!&$&("9:$&5-<5$L()(;(/$@:!:$ ,($

describe the different aspects of human folly. As we do so, 

)!,>:$<(;;-,$(@":!)*!:$,($5!!9$5-:$4-*!%()9$&."/-/+$;("!$,5./$

]!5(?(.;$9-97

I5!$ 4-":,$&("9$ -:$ B,(I9 in verse 7, and this word for fool 

(<<@":$ /-/!,!!/$ ,-;!:$ -/$ W"(*!"?:7$ M,$ 9(!:/>,$;!./$ :(;!(/!$

&5($).<A:$;!/,.)$.?-)-,#=$?@,$".,5!"$:(;!(/!$&5($).<A:$;(".)$

humility. An$B,(I9 is not a good-hearted person who fails to grasp 

H(9>:$&-))$&-,5$5-:$5!.9=$?@,$.$"!?!))-(@:$'!":(/$&5($"!%@:!:$,($

submit to it with his heart.3$]!5(?(.;$&.:$./$B,(I9 in 1 Kings 

FT$?!<.@:!$5!$,((A$5-:$9-)!;;.$,($5-:$%"-!/9:$-/:,!.9$(%$,($,5!$

Lord. While his father began his reign by visiting the Tabernacle 

./9$)-:,!/-/+$,($,5!$J("9=$]!5(?(.;$?!+./$5-:$"!-+/$?#$<)(:-/+$

5-:$!.":$,($H(9$./9$:!,,-/+$(@,$,($;.A!$5-:$(&/$;(".)$<5(-<!:7$

E!$-+/("!9$5-:$%.,5!">:$<.))$-/$W"(*!"?:$FK^VFU$,($)-:,!/$,($,5!$

Lord and not to sinful human counsellors,4 and he discovered to 

his cost that Solomon was right to insist in verse 19 that life only 

&("A:$H(9>:$&.#75$T$Z5"(/-<)!:$FTKFS$,!)):$@:$,5.,$]!5(?(.;>:$

!*-)$9!!9:$&!"!$/(,$9@!$,($5-:$-+/("./<!=$?@,$5-:$&-)%@)/!::K$ H,$

737$,-39$>,:*/",$),$)*7$0&+$",+$)3"$),*'+$&0$",,#302$+),$J&'745

The second word is @,+)I in verse 22, and this word for 

3 Compare 1:13 with 8:18–21 to grasp the stupidity of the wicked fool. He 

disobeys God in the hope of getting what would have been his anyway if he 

had simply obeyed him.
4 Rehoboam’s mother appeals to him too in 1:8. She was an Ammonite 

foreigner named Naamah (1 Kings 14:21), but she had learned from her 

husband that life only works God’s way.
5 This theme of wicked life decisions destroying the lives of the wicked occurs 

repeatedly in wisdom literature. See Proverbs 26:27; 28:10: Ecclesiastes 10:8–

9; Psalms 5:10; 7:15–16; 9:15–16; 57:6.
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fool occurs sixteen times in Proverbs. It means a "31@9, or 

2/993>9, or naïve$'!":(/$V$./#(/!$&!.A1;-/9!9$!/(@+5$,($%.))$

%("$ 4).,,!"#$ ./9$ ,!;',.,-(/7$ ]!5(?(.;$ &.:$ .$ @,+)I when he 

ignored the voice of Wisdom calling out in the public square 

-/$W"(*!"?:$FKTGV22=$./9$)-:,!/!9$,($,5!$*(-<!$(%$5-:$4).,,!"-/+$

friends instead. Wisdom shouted that  +),$ (*.(*'70,""$ &%$

'!,5_$ @,&@9,$ (399$ #399$ +),1;$ *07$ +),$ :&1@9*:,0:.$ &%$ %&&9"$ (399$

7,"+'&.$ +),1K$ >/+$()&,-,'$ 93"+,0"$ +&$1,$(399$ 93-,$ 30$ "*%,+.$ *07$

>,$*+$ ,*",;$(3+)&/+$ %,*'$ &%$ )*'145$ ]!5(?(.;$"!%@:!9$ ,($ )-:,!/$

to her or to the ten northern tribes of Israel when they pointed 

(@,$[@-,!$"!.:(/.?)#$,5.,$5-:$%.,5!">:$4-:<.)$./9$).?(@"$'()-<-!:$

had been unfair towards them.6 He listened to his friends and 

&.:$ 4).,,!"!9$ -/,($.<,-/+$ )-A!$.$;.<5($9!:'(,7$B:$.$ "!:@),=$5-:$

&.#&."9/!::$./9$<(;').<!/<#$9!:,"(#!9$5-:$A-/+9(;7$I5!$,!/$

/(",5!"/$,"-?!:$?"(A!$.&.#$%"(;$5-:$"@)!=$./9$5!$&.:$)!%,$&-,5$.$

fraction of the power which his father had bequeathed to him.

The third word is 9L+" in verse 22, and this word for fool 

(<<@":$4-%,!!/$,-;!:$-/$W"(*!"?:7$M,$;!./:$.$1&:#,' or ":&%%,' and 

9!:<"-?!:$,5!$'!":(/$&5($"!%@:!:$,($,.A!$,5!$,"@,5$("$,5!$.9*-<!$

of wise counsellors seriously.7$ 85!/$ L()(;(/>:$ !P'!"-!/<!9$

<(@/:!))(":$'(-/,!9$(@,$,($]!5(?(.;$,5.,$5-:$%.,5!"$5.9$-/9!!9$

been unfair and he could now win favour with his new subjects 

?#$ "!*!":-/+$ 5-:$ %.,5!">:$ '()-<#=$ 5!$ .""(+./,)#$ :<("/!9$ ,5!-"$

.9*-<!7$E!$;-+5,$ 5.*!$ :.*!9$5-:$ A-/+9(;$5.9$5!$ ,.A!/$;("!$

note of these verses in Proverbs, but instead he simply proved 

that they were true. Verse 7 told us that the fear of the Lord is 

6 1 Kings 4:7–19 tells us that Solomon taxed the ten northern tribes of Israel 

but not the two southern tribes. 1 Kings 5:13–18 tells us that he treated the 

ten northern tribes like a conquered kingdom by using Israelites but not 

Judahites in his army of foreign slave labourers. Their sense of injustice was 

quite legitimate.
7 Mockers love gushing out words as commentators rather than as players 

(15:2, 28). When a mocker is actually asked to play the game and make 

decisions, 24:7 tells us that ,&$%&!#%0(6&"0>%6(%#!<9.
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,5!$?!+-//-/+$(%$A/(&)!9+!=$./9$/(&$*!":!$TU$"!:'(/9:$ ,5.,$

failure to fear the Lord is the beginning of folly and disaster.8

The fourth word is #,"I9 in verse 22, and this word for 

fool occurs forty-eight times in Proverbs and nineteen times 

-/$X<<)!:-.:,!:7$M,$;!./:$.$"+/@37$@,'"&0, but again one whose 

9!4-<-!/<#$ -:$ /(,$ -/$ 5!.9$ <.'.<-,#$ ?@,$ -/$ 5!.",$ 5@;-)-,#79 

]!5(?(.;$&.:$.$#,"I9 in the sense that he had hundreds of his 

%.,5!">:$'"(*!"?:$,($&."/$5-;$,5.,$.$A-/+$;@:,$"@)!$6@:,)#=$#!,$5!$

&-)%@))#$"!%@:!9$,($)-:,!/7$I5.,>:$&5#$L()(;(/$&."/:$-/$W"(*!"?:$

T`K\$,5.,$.$'"(*!"?$-:$.:$@:!)!::$.:$.$).;!$;./>:$)!+:$,($.$#,"I9 

unless he submits his heart to Wisdom.10

I5!$4-%,5$&("9$-:$MN+"L9$./9$-,$9(!:$/(,$(<<@"$@/,-)$`K`=$?@,$

this word for fool occurs fourteen times in Proverbs. It means a 

sluggard or a "9*:#,' or a (*"+,'$V$./#(/!$&5(:!$'"(?)!;$-:/>,$

.$).<A$(%$;!/,.)$<.'.<-,#$?@,$:5!!"$).a-/!::7$E!$<".*!:$,5!$:.;!$

,5-/+:$.:$ ,5!$&-:!=$?@,$5!$;.A!:$!P<@:!:$ ,($'@,$(%%$.<,-(/$ ,-))$

,(;(""(&=$ ./9$&5!/$5!$ 4-/.))#$'"-:!:$5-;:!)%$ (@,$ (%$ ?!9$ ./9$

)!.*!:$,5!$5(@:!$5!$[@-<A)#$<(;').-/:$,5.,$,5!$"(.9$,($:@<<!::$

is too costly for him to travel.11$E!$/!*!"$4-/-:5!:$&5.,$5!$:,.",:$

./9$5!$?@"-!:$5-:$5!.9$-/$,5!$:./9$,($'"(?)!;:$)-A!$]!5(?(.;$-/$

F$Q-/+:$FTKF^7$L()(;(/$&."/:$-/$*!":!$22$,5.,$,5!$&-:!$.)&.#:$

enjoy far more ease than the sluggard in the end.

L($ &5.,$ :5.))$ &!$ :.#b$ N-9$ L()(;(/>:$ 4)-+5,$ :<5(()$ %.-)$

?!<.@:!$ -,:$5!.9$?(#$ %.-)!9$ ,($'-)(,$5-:$ )-%!$H(9>:$&.#b$c(,$.,$

.))7$ Y!:@:$&."/!9$ -/$d.,,5!&$3KTT$,5.,$ -%$&!$&"-,!$./#(/!$(%%$

as a fool, we are party to their murder because there is time 

8 Proverbs 14:18 tells us that no matter how much a ?$6&BC inherits, he will 

quickly squander it through folly.
9 8(* %",$&# 9*6,*+ +",4 3", & $*%.&##' 4*21-*%. 3""# -/ 0DED3, but although 

this is a common word outside Proverbs it is only used in Proverbs 17:7, 17:21 

and 30:22.
10 !"#"$"% 0*,/"%-2*/ :-/4"$ -% .(*/* )*,/*/ &/ &% ;#4 8*/.&$*%. 0-1.<,* 

of Jesus the Messiah. Wisdom promises literally in verse 23 to pour out her 

 F!)& or G?" "6 on those who repent and turn to her. This verse corresponds to 

Jeremiah 33:3 as much as verse 28 states the opposite.
11 See Proverbs 13:4; 15:19; 19:24; 21:25; 22:13; 26:14–16.
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%("$.$'!":(/$,($"!'!/,$./9$)-:,!/$,($8-:9(;>:$&("9:7$85!,5!"$

&!$&!."$.))$4-*!$%.<!:$(%$.$%(()$("$6@:,$(/!$("$,&(=$&!$<./$"!'!/,$

./9$&.)A$.$9-%%!"!/,$'.,5$%"(;$,5!$4-*!1,-;!:$%(()-:5$5!.9$?(#$

]!5(?(.;7

8-:9(;$ <.)):$ ,($ @:$ .:$ &!$ 4-/-:5$ <5.',!"$ F=$ <.))-/+$ @:$

fools with one breath and inviting us to become wise men and 

&(;!/$&-,5$,5!$/!P,K$ O,@,0+$*+$1.$',>/#,P$?),0$8$(399$@&/'$&/+$

1.$ +)&/2)+"$ +&$.&/;$ 8$(399$1*#,$#0&(0$ +&$.&/$1.$ +,*:)302"4512 

c(/!$(%$@:$/!!9$&!."$,5!$4-*!$%.<!:$(%$.$%(()$)-A!$,5!$5!.9$?(#$

]!5(?(.;713

12 !-%1* -. -/ =*/</ +(" /0*&>/ (*,* &/ :-/4"$ 0*,/"%-2*47 .(-/ )*,/* </*/ 

the Hebrew word  F!)& and can be literally translated ,H$?$06%!6%2<% $E5@$I%

-&$0%J%."33%?(5 %(56%2<%G?" "6%(0%<(589
13 Jesus cannot be telling us never to call a person a fool, since he does so 

himself in Matthew 23:17 and Wisdom treats many of her listeners as fools 

+(" +-## ,*?*1. (*, 1&## -% )*,/*/ @ABCCD 9* -/ /-$0#' +&,%-%E </ %". ." +,-.* "F 

&%'"%* &/ & 3""#7 6<. ." 2E(. 3", *&1( "%* ." /** /*%/* &%4 1(""/* #-3* +(-#* 

they still can. 
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The Strongest Muscle 
(12:6–13:3)

-&$%.( 1#%(4%6&$% $)@3$##%?"$ )$%3"@$%#.( 1#A%E56%6&$%

6(0>5$%(4%6&$%."#$%E "0>#%&$!3"0>8%

(Proverbs 12:18)

H!".)9$ ].,/!"$ &.:$ 9(-/+$ :($ &!))7$ E!$ 5.9$ :,.",!9$ (@,$ -/$ ,5!$

6!&!))!"#$,".9!$.,$,5!$,!/9!"$.+!$(%$:!*!/,!!/$./9$5.9$&("A!9$

)-A!$ .$ :).*!$ %("$ ,&!/,#14-*!$ #!.":$ ,($ ,@"/$ 5-:$ ].,/!">:$ <5.-/$

(%$ 6!&!))!":$ -/,($ (/!$ (%$ e"-,.-/>:$ ;(:,$ :@<<!::%@)$ 5-+5$ :,"!!,$

retailers. Hailed as the man with the Midas touch, he now 

travelled between his many luxury homes by helicopter or by 

classic Bentley. Then he accepted an invitation to dinner.

The leading company directors of London had recognized 

5-:$:@<<!::$?#$-/*-,-/+$5-;$,($:'!.A$.,$,5!-"$.//@.)$)@/<5!(/$.,$.$

:,@//-/+$*!/@!$(/$,5!$:.;!$"(.9$.:$e@<A-/+5.;$W.).<!7$e@(#!9$

?#$,5!$(<<.:-(/=$5!$6(A!9$-/$5-:$:'!!<5$,5.,$5!$:()9$6!&!))!"#$.,$

such fantastic prices  >,:*/",$3+B"$+&+*9$:'*@E$8+B"$:),*@,'$+)*0$*$

Q*'#"$*07$<@,0:,'$@'*(0$"*07(3:)$*07$3+$@'&>*>9.$(&0B+$9*"+$*"$

9&0245 He was smiling as he said it but nobody else was laughing. 

85!/$5-:$:'!!<5$&.:$?"(.9<.:,$(/$,5!$!*!/-/+$/!&:=$:5(<A!9$

customers boycotted his stores and turned his lunchtime meeting 

into the most expensive meal in modern history. The value of the 

].,/!">:$<5.-/$(%$6!&!))!":$')@;;!,!9$?#$f3GG$;-))-(/$./9$5!$

&.:$4-"!9$.:$-,:$ZXR7$8.""!/$e@%%!,$).,!"$(?:!"*!9K$“It takes 20 

.,*'"$+&$>/397$*$',@/+*+3&0$*07$R3-,$130/+,"$+&$'/30$3+4$8%$.&/$+)30#$

*>&/+$+)*+;$.&/B99$7&$+)302"$73%%,',0+9.451

1 Ratner gave this disastrous speech in 1991, as recorded in Stephen Weir’s 

book ;"#6( <K#%L( #6%M$)"#"(0#N%O01%6&$%=$(?3$%L&(%:!1$%-&$2 (2008). This 
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Solomon was even smarter than Warren Buffet so he 

spends much of Proverbs warning us not to underestimate the 

massive power of the human tongue. Whatever the medical 

facts, the tongue is without a doubt the strongest muscle in the 

human body.2  ?),$+&02/,$)*"$+),$@&(,'$&%$ 93%,$*07$7,*+);5 he 

&."/:$-/$F^KTF7$ ?)&",$()&$2/*'7$+),3'$1&/+)"$*07$+),3'$+&02/,"$

#,,@$+),1",9-,"$%'&1$:*9*13+.;5$5!$.99:$-/$TFKT27$M/$.99-,-(/$,($

littering the whole of Proverbs with warnings for us to guard 

how we use our tongues, Solomon gives us an entire chapter of 

,!.<5-/+$(/$,5!$'(&!"$(%$,5!$,(/+@!$5!"!$-/$FTK`$,($F2K27

First, Solomon tells us to >,$)&0,"+7$E!$,()9$@:$-/$`KF`VFU$

that the Lord detests both liars and their lying tongues, and he 

"!'!.,:$-/$FTKTT$,5.,$ ?),$J&'7$7,+,"+"$9.302$93@";$>/+$),$7,932)+"$

30$@,&@9,$()&$*',$+'/"+(&'+).45 To tell the truth is to be wise and 

"-+5,!(@:=$./9$-,$'"(*(A!:$,5!$J("9$,($?)!::$@:73 To tell lies is to be 

&-<A!9$./9$ %(()-:5=$./9$ -,$'"(*(A!:$,5!$J("9$,($ 6@9+!$@:7$R@"$

)-!:$;.#$%(()$'!(')!$-/$,5!$:5(",$,!";$gFTKFUh=$?@,$H(9$&-))$:((/$

!P'(:!$,5!$,"@,5$gFTKUh$:($,5.,$&!$?!<(;!$,5!$(/)#$'!(')!$%(()!9$

?#$(@"$%./,.:-!:$gFTKFFh7$L()(;(/$&."/:$@:$,5.,$,5(:!$&5($:!,$

out to deceive others will ultimately deceive their own hearts 

gFTKTGh$)-A!$B",5@"$N-;;!:9.)!=$,5!$)#-/+$<)!"+#;./$-/$c.,5./-!)$

E.&,5("/!>:$<).::-<$/(*!)$?),$<:*'9,+$J,++,'=$&5($;(@"/:K$ S&$1*0$

:*0$(,*'$&0,$%*:,$+&$)31",9%$*07$*0&+),'$+&$+),$1/9+3+/7,$(3+)&/+$

R30*99.$2,++302$>,(397,',7$*"$+&$()3:)$1*.$>,$+'/,454 Lying will 

bring us misery but truthfulness will bring us joy.

Next, Solomon tells us to >,$:*917$8("9:$:'(A!/$-/$./+!"$

may sound clever but they are very rarely wise.  T&&9"$ ")&($

+),3'$*00&.*0:,$*+$&0:,;$>/+$+),$@'/7,0+$&-,'9&&#$*0$30"/9+;5 he 

is also the source for Ratner’s statement later in this chapter.
2 Technically the tongue comprises eight muscles, but this doesn’t alter 

Solomon’s basic argument that the tongue can do more good or harm than 

any other muscle in our body.
3 Although 12:17 appears quite obvious, it is actually making a vital point. If 

you lie, you are a liar, whatever you may argue to the contrary.
4 Nathaniel Hawthorne, -&$%G)! 3$6%7$66$  (1850).
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!P').-/:$-/$FTKF`=$./9$5!$%())(&:$,5-:$@'$!*!/$;("!$:,"(/+)#$-/$

F3KF$?#$,!))-/+$@:$,5.,$ !$2,0+9,$*0"(,'$+/'0"$*(*.$('*+);$>/+$

*$)*'")$(&'7$"+3'"$/@$*02,'45$E(&!*!"$,"-4)-/+$./$./+"#$"-'(:,!$

may seem at the time, it is  93#,$*$ ":&':)302$ R3',5$ gF`KT\h$./9$

.<,:$ )-A!$,5!$:'."A$&5-<5$:,.",:$.$ %("!:,$ 4-"!7$ U&0"37,'$()*+$*$

2',*+$%&',"+$3"$",+$&0$R3',$>.$*$"1*99$"@*'#;5$Y.;!:$2K3V`$!P<).-;:$

.:$'.",$(%$-,:$c!&$I!:,.;!/,$!<5($(%$,5!$?((A$(%$W"(*!"?:7$ ?),$

+&02/,$*9"&$3"$*$R3',;$*$(&'97$&%$,-39$*1&02$+),$@*'+"$&%$+),$>&7.4$

8+$:&''/@+"$+),$()&9,$>&7.;$",+"$+),$()&9,$:&/'",$&%$&0,B"$93%,$&0$

R3',;$*07$3"$3+",9%$",+$&0$R3',$>.$),9945$The way we use our tongues 

<(@)9/>,$?!$;("!$-;'(",./,7

I5.,>:$&5#$L()(;(/$,!)):$@:$,($>,$+)&/2)+%/9. Fools blurt out 

&("9:$&-,5(@,$ ,5-/A-/+$./9$<(;!$,($"@-/$ -/$FTKT2$./9$F2K2=5 

but the wise set up a security perimeter between their lips and 

,5!-"$ )-*!:$?#$ ,5-/A-/+$?!%("!$ ,5!#$ :'!.A76$i/)-A!$;(:,$ (%$ ,5!$

muscles in the human body, the tongue is only attached at one 

end, so we must fasten it at the other end to wisdom.  ?),$(&'7"$

&%$+),$',:#9,""$@3,':,$93#,$"(&'7";5$L()(;(/$&."/:$-/$FTKF^=$./9$

H!".)9$].,/!"$"!4)!<,!9$,5-",!!/$#!.":$.%,!"$5-:$<(:,)#$)@/<5!(/$

,5.,$ ,5-:$&."/-/+$ -:$ ,"@!K$  8+$(*"$*$ +&+*9$032)+1*',4$V0,$7*.$ 8$

(*"$&0$+&@$&%$+),$(&'97;$Q'4$C32$<)&+$R9.302$&0$+),$U&0:&'7,E$?),$

0,W+;$8$(*"$*$:&1@9,+,$9*/2)302"+&:#4$8+$(*"$"/:)$*$",3"13:$,-,0+4$

8+B"$93#,$XY$Z$>,%&',$:'*@$*07$*%+,'(*'7"45

More positively, Solomon encourages us to >,$ ,W@,:+*0+. 

If the tongue has power to do great harm, it also has equal 

'(&!"$,($9($+"!.,$+((97$R@"$&("9:$<./$"!:<@!$,5!$9#-/+$gFTK`h=$

;.A!$(@"$ )-*!:$ %"@-,%@)$gFTKFSO$F2KTh=$./9$?"-/+$5!.)-/+$,($,5!$

5@",-/+$gFTKF^h7$I5!#$<./$?"-/+$6(#$,($,5!$J("9$gFTKTTh=$5('!$,($

,5!$5!)')!::$gFTKT3h$./9$)-%!$,($.$9#-/+$&(")9$gFTKT^h7$c(,!$,5!$

5 The Hebrew word used for (?$0"0>%."1$ our mouth rashly in 13:3 is only 

used in one other place in the Old Testament. In Ezekiel 16:25 it refers to a 

prostitute opening her legs wide to passers-by. This should shock us into 

treating foolish talk as seriously as God does.
6 8(* 3""# 3&-#*4 ." ,*G*1. 6*.+**% hearing and doing in 7:21–23, and here he 

3&-#/ ." ,*G*1. 6*.+**% 6&"0@"0>%!01%#?$!@"0> too. See also 29:20.
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9!)-?!".,!$"!%!"!/<!$-/$FTKFS$,($H(9$@:-/+$(@"$,(/+@!:$,($;.A!$

us little trees of life. In case we miss it, Solomon tells us more 

!P')-<-,)#$-/$F3KS$,5.,$ ?),$+&02/,$+)*+$>'302"$),*9302$3"$*$+',,$&%$

93%,45 Careless words can be destructive but that is only half the 

story. The other half is a wonderful promise that God can use 

our tongues to change the world.

 !"#"$%&'!((!'$)*!$(!""&+$&,$)*-"$.*/0)!1$,&1$#"$0!1,!.)(23$

The New Testament tells us that

 !"#$%&$'(()")*&(+"&,+'-&.)/0#12&,+'&/1&)3/45.)-&%!/%&,+'&

$!+'.*&(+..+6&#1&!#$&$%)5$7&89)&:+44#%%)*&1+&$#1-&/1*&1+&

*):)#%&6/$&(+'1*&#1&!#$&4+'%!7;&<!)1&%!),&!'".)*&%!)#"&

#1$'.%$&/%&!#4-&!)&*#*&1+%&")%/.#/%)=&6!)1&!)&$'(()")*-&!)&

4/*)&1+&%!")/%$>&?+"-&8<!+)0)"&6+'.*&.+0)&.#()&/1*&$))&

2++*&*/,$&4'$%&@))5&%!)#"&%+12')&("+4&)0#.&/1*&%!)#"&.#5$&

("+4&*):)#%('.&$5)):!7;7

4&$(!)5"$+&)$6(&""$&7!1$4&(&%&+5"$.*/0)!1$&,$-+")1#.)-&+$&+$*&8$

)&$#"!$&#1$)&+6#!"3$9!)5"$+&)$-6+&1!$*-"$.(/-%$)*/)$*&8$8!$"0!/:$

reveals whether we are truly wise or foolish, truly righteous or 

8-.:!'3$9!)5"$+&)$-6+&1!$)*!$!.*&$&,$)*!"!$8&1'"$-+$ /%!"$;<=>$

/+'$?<=$8*-.*$8/1+$)*/)$-,$8!$,/-($)&$:!!0$&#1$)&+6#!$-+$.*!.:@$

8!$%/2$+&)$A!$,&((&8!1"$&,$ !"#"$/,)!1$/((@$/+'$8*-.*$01&%-"!$

)*/)$-,$8!$./+$)/%!$&#1$)&+6#!"$A2$ !"#"5$")1!+6)*@$8!$8-(($A!$

able to follow him in every other area too.8$ 9!)5"$ (!/1+$ ,1&%$

Solomon that, if wisely used, our tongues are far more valuable 

)*/+$/(($&,$B!1/('$C/)+!15"$D!8!((!12$0#)$)&6!)*!13$E!$)!(("$#"$-+$

=F<;;<$8A!)&"#2!%&6+"*&/%&%!)&"#2!%&%#4)&#$&.#@)&5"):#+'$&2+.*&$)%&

#1&$#.0)"7;9

7 1 Peter 2:21–23; 3:10.
8 James 3:9–12 also states that how we use our tongue reveals whether 

or not we have truly been saved. No one can tame their tongue by human 

strength alone, but all those who are saved by Jesus are empowered through 

the Holy Spirit to tame their tongue by his divine strength.
9 Contemporary English Version.


